
“The sea is no
longer the same,

it used to be
calm ,  but now we
don’t know what

to expect.”

Actors tranfering knowledge and knowledge transferred 

“I use the stories
my

grandparents and
parents told me to

teach my son
about El Niño

phenomenon.”
Signs of  nature and

myths

The family role

“Myths as the Apus or
the Huacachina’s
mermaid transmit

that the land is alive
and deserves respect,

instill ing a sense of
responsibility in

children. They create
a deep  connection

with nature.”

I N T R O D U C T I O N

THE ROLE OF TRADITIONAL STORYTELLING IN EL NIÑO PREPAREDNESS IN LA LIBERTAD, PERU

R E S E A R C H  Q U E S T I O N
·What is the role of traditional
storytelling in mitigating El Niño
impacts in La Libertad region of
Peru?

C O N C L U S I O N

D I S C U S S I O N
Traditional stories passed down
by grandparents are vital for
addressing El Niño. They blend
natural signs with practical
advice such as reinforcing
homes, sustainable agricultural
practices, and conserving soil to
effectively adapt ancestral
knowledge to modern challenges.
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Environmental and economic impacts of  El  Niño

Social  Challenges of  keeping storytell ing alive

 “El Niño affects
everything,

especially  food
prices, making it
harder for us to
provide for our

families.”

 “Now, young
people are always

on their phones,
and they’re less

interested in
learning about

the land and its
stories.”

“We used to gather
and share stories, but
now everyone is more

isolated.”

This study emphasized the vital role of
intergenerational knowledge transfer,
particularly storytelling, in disaster
preparedness, serving as a crucial tool for
helping native communities respond to El Niño. It
showed  the importance of preserving traditional
knowledge about nature changes, survival
strategies, and adaptive practices, while also
noted the risk of its disappearance due to the
lack of engagement from younger generations.

Integrate traditional knowledge through
practical workshops  with families, as
community clean-ups and  creating native
plant gardens
Digitalizing oral histories is key to preserve
traditional knowledge and promote sustainable
practices.

R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S

Social
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Study Site:  La
Libertad

Peruvian education system
prioritizes European perspectives,
neglecting indigenous knowledge.
Initiatives like the "Escuelas de
Campo" and Australian programs
show that integrating traditional
practices can boost disaster
resilience and preserve cultural
heritage.

S u g g e s t i o n s  f r o m  p a r e n t s  a n d  e x p e r t s
t o  k e e p  t r a d i t i o n a l  k n o w l e d g e  a l i v e
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Climate change  has intensified the
severity of natural disasters such as
floods and droughts ,  making effective
preparedness essential [1]. For this, it is
important to value traditional knowledge
shared through storytelling, as it provides
valuable insights into phenomena like El
Niño.

El Niño is a climate phenomenon
characterized by the warming of sea
surface temperatures in the Pacific
Ocean, often bringing intense rainfall and
flooding to Peru’s coastal regions [2].

In Peru, especially in La Libertad region,
storytelling plays a crucial role in
transmitting environmental wisdom,
helping communities prepare for
disasters effectively [3].

The data was coded and
thematically analyzed,
which involves identifying,
analyzing, and reporting
themes [4]. This research
follows a deductive
approach.


