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through his addiction to speed, his loneliness, and his fear. Finally learning the truth of Marijke and 
Tamar’s love, Dart does something that he will regret the rest of his life — he orchestrates his friend’s 
murder in order to possess Marijke, who is pregnant with a son by Tamar. This is the story of 
espionage, passion, and betrayal.

The other story is the tale of the aftermath of spying, love, and disloyalty. It is 1995 in London and 
fifteen-year-old Tamar is left a mysterious box by her grandfather, William, who has recently 
committed suicide. A puzzle lover like her grandfather, Tamar invites her distant Dutch cousin, Yoyo, 
on a trip to follow the maps left in the box and solve the mystery she is given. What Tamar discovers 
is love, family secrets, and the stubborn residue of past harms.

The reader is along for the ride as the story flips between the modern day and the Hunger Winter. 
Tamar and the reader learn about the other Tamar, the spy who was betrayed by his friend William, 
codenamed Dart. Modern day Tamar is the daughter of the son who was born to Marijke. William 
made a decision to live with his guilty secrets but cannot quite do it. He sees a chance for redemption 
through his granddaughter, Tamar, who is given this unusual name at William’s urging. The name is 
both a plea for forgiveness and a vehicle to pass on generational guilt. A tool of William’s redemption, 
Tamar’s path is orchestrated to end at her father’s house. Her father, having ferreted out the truth of 
his birth years earlier has a nervous breakdown and deserts Tamar and her mother. He is unable to 
forgive William and cannot forgive the choices that William has made.

Tamar does not allow herself to be a tool of redemption. The end of the story takes place tens years 
later and is narrated by the now grown-up Tamar who is living in Holland with Yoyo where they are 
expecting their first child. She is full of hope but has no closure regarding the past. Tamar says, “The 
past is a dark house, and we only have torches with dying batteries. It’s probably best not to spend 
much time in there in case the rotten floor gives way beneath our feet” (p. 423).

Mal Peet, the British author who won the Carnegie Award for this novel, writes that he had a 
childhood friend whose father was a spy in Nazi-occupied Holland. Peet saw the actual code scraps 
spies like Dart used and this was his beginning point for this novel. Peet writes on the back page of the 

Tamar: A Novel of Espionage, Passion, and Betrayal
Written by Mal Peet
Candlewick Press, 2007, 424 pp.
ISBN: 978-0-7636-4063-7

This historical fiction young adult novel contains two parallel stories. 
The first story takes place during the Hunger Winter in Nazi-occupied 
Holland. Two Dutch born British spies, code named Dart and Tamar, 
are on a mission to unite the fragmented Dutch resistance fighters. The 
men begin the story as comrades who rely on each other in order to 
survive the horrors of World War II. Their friendship unravels when 
Dart falls in love with a Dutch woman called Marijke who is secretly in 
a relationship with Tamar. Dart, a puzzle aficionado, cannot, ironically, 
crack the code of Marijke and Tamar’s hearts. Dart becomes unstable 

WOW Review: Volume II, Issue 1 Fall 2009

1430 East Second Street, Tucson, AZ 85721    520.621.9340  wowlit.org  © 2009 by Melissa B. Wilson



16

ĐűűŘ ŕôđŘğƬ ƬĿôƬ ƬĿńƠ Ŧűǐğś ńƠ ͒ô ƕśğô ķűƘ ķűƘĸńǐğŦğƠƠ̱͓ DűƘĸńǐğŦğƠƠ ńƠ ƬĿğ ŤôŕűƘ ƬĿğŤğ űķ ƬĿńƠ 
đűŤƕśńđôƬğĘ ôŦĘ đűŤƕśğǖ Ŧűǐğś ǑĿğƘğ ƬĿğƘğ ńƠ Ŧű ğŦĘ Ƭű ǑôƘ̲ Ƭű đƘńŤğƠ̲ űƘ Ƭű śűǐğ̱ �űŦđğƕƬƠ ƠƴđĿ ôƠ 
ƠńŦ ôŦĘ ƘğĘğŤƕƬńűŦ̲ ƘńĸĿƬ ôŦĘ ǑƘűŦĸ̲ ôŦĘ ĸűűĘ ôŦĘ ĐôĘ ôƘğ ğǖôŤńŦğĘ ńŦ ¸ôŤôƘ ńŦ ƬĿğ đűŦƬğǖƬ űķ 
ÜűƘśĘ ÜôƘ QQ ôŦĘ ƬĿğŦ ôĸôńŦ ńŦ ƬĿğ ƕƘğƠğŦƬ ĘôǗ̱ ¸ĿńƠ Ŧűǐğś ĿôƠ Ŧű ğôƠǗ ôŦƠǑğƘƠ ôŦĘ ĸńǐğƠ ŤôŦǗ 
űƕƕűƘƬƴŦńƬńğƠ ķűƘ ƬĿğ ƘğôĘğƘ Ƭű Ơğğ ƬĿôƬ ĸűűĘ ôŦĘ ĐôĘ ŤôǗ ĐğđűŤğ ĿűƕğśğƠƠśǗ đűŦķƴƠğĘ ńŦ ǑôƘ ôŦĘ 
ńŦ ƕğôđğ̱ oűƘğ ńŤƕűƘƬôŦƬ̲ ¸ôŤôƘ ôśśűǑƠ ƬĿğ ƘğôĘğƘ Ƭű ğǖƕğƘńğŦđğ ƬĿğ ôķƬğƘŤôƬĿ űķ ǑƘűŦĸĘűńŦĸ ôŦĘ 
śńǐğ ƬĿƘűƴĸĿ đĿôƘôđƬğƘƠ ǑĿű ŤôŘğ ǐğƘǗ ĘńķķğƘğŦƬ ŤğôŦńŦĸƠ űƴƬ űķ ƬĿğ ƬƘôĸńđ ŦôƘƘôƬńǐğƠ űķ ƬĿğńƘ śńǐğƠ̱

�Ơ ô ƕńğđğ űķ ĿńƠƬűƘńđôś ķńđƬńűŦ̲ ̧ ôŤôƘ͕Ơ ôƴƬĿűƘ oôś  ğğƬ ķƴśķńśśƠ ĿńƠ ƘğƠƕűŦƠńĐńśńƬǗ Ƭű ƬĿğ ƘğôĘğƘ ĐǗ 
űķķğƘńŦĸ ô đôƘğķƴśśǗ ƘğƠğôƘđĿğĘ ĐôđŘĘƘűƕ ǑńƬĿ ôđƬƴôś ğǐğŦƬƠ ǑűǐğŦ ƬĿƘűƴĸĿűƴƬ ƬĿğ ƠƬűƘǗ̱ 
�ğƠƬĿğƬńđôśśǗ̲  ğğƬ đĿôśśğŦĸğƠ ƬĿğ ƘğôĘğƘ Ƭű Ơűśǐğ ƬĿğ ŤǗƠƬğƘǗ űķ ƬĿğ Ŧűǐğś ĐƴƬ ôśƠű Ƭű ƠƬôƘƬ Ƭű 
ğǖƕśűƘğ ĿűǑ Ƭű Ơűśǐğ ƬĿğ ŤǗƠƬğƘǗ űķ ĿűǑ Ƭű śńǐğ ô Ƙğôś śńķğ̲ űŦğ ƘğƕśğƬğ ǑńƬĿ ĸƴńśƬ̲ ƠĿôŤğ̲ ôŦĘ ƬĿğ 
ķƘôĸńśğ ƕűƠƠńĐńśńƬǗ űķ śűǐğ̱

¸ôŤôƘ đűƴśĘ Đğ ƴƠğĘ ńŦ ô ƬğǖƬ ƠğƬ ƬĿôƬ ńŦđśƴĘğƠ űƬĿğƘ ƠƬűƘńğƠ űķ ĘńķķńđƴśƬ ĘğđńƠńűŦƠ ƠğƬ ĘƴƘńŦĸ ÜűƘśĘ 
ÜôƘ QQ ńŦ -ƴƘűƕğ ƠƴđĿ ôƠ %ôŦńğś Lôśķ LƴŤôŦ ôŦĘ ƬĿğ EűűĘ qôǡń ͂%ôǐńĘ �ĿűƬŕğǑńƬǡ̲̓ ôŦĘ ̧ Ŀğ �űűŘ 
¸Ŀńğķ ͂oôƘđƴƠ ìƴǡôṞ̌̓ DűśśűǑńŦĸ ƬĿğ ƬĿğŤğ űķ ô đĿńśĘ ƕƘűƬôĸűŦńƠƬ ƘğķƴƠńŦĸ Ƭű ƠğƘǐğ ƬĿğ ƕôƠƬ̲ ô ƬğǖƬ 
ƕôńƘńŦĸ ƕűƠƠńĐńśńƬǗ ńƠ ƬĿğ ĿńƠƬűƘńđôś ķńđƬńűŦ ǗűƴŦĸ ôĘƴśƬ Ŧűǐğś̲ � EôƬĿğƘńŦĸ eńĸĿƬ ͂ağŦŦńķğƘ %űŦŦğśśǗ̲̓ 
ǑĿńđĿ ńƠ ƬĿğ ƠƬűƘǗ űķ ô ƠńǖƬğğŦ͈ǗğôƘ͈űśĘ ǑĿű śğôƘŦƠ Ƭű śğƬ ƬĿğ ĘğôĘ ƠƬôǗ ĐƴƘńğĘ ńŦ űƘĘğƘ Ƭű đűŦƠƬƘƴđƬ 
ĿğƘ űǑŦ śńķğ̱
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