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Support Beyond 
the Studio
Critical Pedagogy in Art 
Librarianship

Courtney Hunt, Art & Design Librarian | The Ohio State University
Michele Jennings, Art Librarian | Ohio University



“The phrase ‘information-seeking’ somehow oversimplifies 
the creative process, reducing it to a technical problem. 
The term does move away from the objectified, thingly 
nature of ‘information’ alone without its accompanying 
action/process-oriented ‘seeking,’ but not quite far away 
enough away. It is still contaminated by the disconnected 
coldness of the word information. The artist did not like 
the word: ‘Information sounds too technical.’ To her the 
word implies stasis and external authority.” 
Sandra Cowan, “Informing Visual Poetry: Information Needs and Sources 

of Artists”



✘ Studies on artists ISB 
show a tendency 
toward browsing, 
inspiration seeking, not 
necessarily checking 
things out

✘ Aversion to “traditional” 
research

Information and the artist
(or, how to build a critical understanding of 
your patrons)

✘ Studies are generally 
demeaning of artists

✘ Interviews are w/ art 
librarians instead of 
artists

✘ Artists DO research, 
which is reflected in 
their work

✘ (Some examples: 
LaToya Ruby Frazier, Liz 
Magic Lazer) 



✘ Solo work + discussion 
(in pedagogy and space)

✘ Tangible remedies and 
encouragement

✘ Creative inquiry

What can we learn about artists’ info 
acquisition from studio pedagogy? 

✘ Communal bonds between 
students

✘ Development of 
professional practice

✘ Object-centered learning



But! It is not perfect (at all)!
✘ The hidden curriculum 

✘ Classroom inequities 
reinforce established 
hierarchies

✘ Art curriculum 
reinforces established 
hierarchies

✘ Room of Silence (Eloise 
Sherrid)

✘ Pressure to mute 
emotional response

✘ Inconsistent follow 
through on reflexivity 
and guidance



Pedagogy 

✘ Critical Consciousness

✘ Relationship Building

✘ Empowerment



Our concept map (simplified) 

Working as a collective - Dialogic 
strategies - Community building 
and shared expectations - 
Professional identity and 
empowerment

Feminist 
pedagogy

Studio 
pedagogy

ISB of 
artistsVisual representation - Honoring 

personal experiences - Horizontal 
relationships and partnerships - 
Ambiguity

Non-linear info acquisition - 
Open-ended inquiry - 

Object-based learning - Highly 
personalized relationships with 

information - Communal and solo 
info acquisition



Resulting interventions 
✘ Studio visits

✘ Student-led 
exhibitions

✘ Consultations as 
relationship 
building

✘ Reflective making 
and writing

✘ Peer to peer 
instruction



Next Up...
● Synchronous Session → Breakout group 

fun! 

● Mind map exercise & group critique


