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Cartoon Credit—Dave Prevedel

A Cowboy Don’t Like to Fix Fence

(Cowboy Poetry by Stan Tixier)

Now a cowboy don’t mind ridin’ all the day long
Tendin’ cattle and lookin’ for strays,

He can wear out a couple of horses or more
Ridin’ sun-up to sun-down most days.

A cowboy don't mind pullin’ cows from a bog,
Or a porcupine’s quills that are dense

From the nose of a poor little calf or a colt,
But a cowboy don't like to fix fence.

A cowboy enjoys runnin’ mustangs and cows
That are ornery and snaky and rank,
He likes ridin’ the rough ones and breakin’ a bronc
That can pitch like a fish in a tank.
A cowboy’s amused by a young snorty colt
That displays much more gumption than sense,
He'll train him a cowhorse with patience and pride,
But a cowboy don't like to fix fence.

Though he carries a small leather pouch on his kack
Full of staples along with a pair

Of fence pliers and maybe some balin’ wire too,
It's most obvious he doesn't care

To do maintenance work on a fence or to build
Any new ones, it's small recompense

For a puncher who'd rather remain on his horse,
‘Cause a cowboy don't like to fix fence.

Diggin’ postholes can cause his old muscles to ache,
In the hard pan caliche and stone,
Stretchin’ barb wire real tight, he makes sure it don't
break,
Workin' out on the range all alone.
He sets corner posts and he builds Texas-style gates,
He cuts stays and he ties 'em on, hence,
You would think that he don’t mind that part of the job,
NO, a cowboy don't like to fix fence.

He likes cuttin’ and ropin’ and tiein’ ‘em down,
He likes calvin’ and watchin’ ‘em grow,

And he don’t mind the winter-time feedin’ routine,
With the cold howlin’ wind and the snow.

There are some jobs a cowboy likes better than most,
But he wouldn't give twenty-five cents

For a train load of wire and staples and posts
‘Cause a cowboy don't like to fix fence.



