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FALSE ALARM

Cato Sells’ New Indian Policy.

WASSAJA has lived in Chicago nearly fifty
years. During that time he has been bull-dozed,
robbed, bunkoed, bluffed and what not, but
never has he received such a shock asthe follow-
ing clipping from The Daily News gave him:

Washington, D. C., April 17.—“Inannouncing its
policy of discontinuing guardianship of all com-
petent Indians and giving closer attention to the
incompetent, the government has taken the most
importantstep it has ever taken in connection with
dealing with the Indiins,” said Indian Commis-
Sells today in promulgating regulations for the
new policy.

How many thousands of Indians will be affected
by the new order is not yet known, but all half
white Indians will soon come into complete
possession of their property, as well as many
others equally competent. On the other hand,
the government proposes that hereafter compe-
tent Indians shall bear their full burden as citi-
z=>ns of the United States and shall pay taxes and
for the schooling of their children.

““The time has come,’’ said Commissiorer
Sells, ‘“for discontinuing guardianship of all
competent Indians and giving even closer
attention to the incompetent that they may
more speedily achieve competency.’”’

The new policy, he added, means the beginning
of the end of the Indian problem.

X ¥ ¥ *

WASSAJA’S REPLY TO CATO SELLS

My attention has been called several times to
an article from a Washington correspondent in
The Daily News of April 17 under the heading,
“Indians No Longer wards.”

It is a very deceptive article. Permit me to say
that what the Commissioner of Indian Affairs re-
fers to has been going on more than forty years.

for a way—is evading the vital issue

It is nothing new, but Commissioner Sells would
have the people believe that he is doing a great
deal for the Indians. He is going to ‘“‘give closer
attention to the incompetent”” Indians hereafter.
The Indians as a race were the most competent
people to get along in America. Who made the
Indians incompetent? The Indian Office. And
now the Commissioner wants to use the Indian
Office to make competent Indians. That is some-
thing like using the devil to prepare one for heaven.

The Indians are not free because the Indian
Office says: “Mr. Indian, you are not competent.”
This business of judging is radically wrong. What
is the Indian Office, that the Indians should be
judged by it? It is un-American. If the Indians,
who were here before Columbus, are not com-
petent to be citizens of America, whois competent?

If Mr. Sells had said, “The Indians are all com-
petent,” that would be killing the hen that lays
the golden egg for the Indian Office. When Lin-
coln gave freedom to the black people, did he
first make them competent? | believe that to
make competent Indians is to free them and not
enslave and debarthem from the light of the world.

METHOD AND SYSTEM

Getting at a system or seeking a method for
freeing the Indians, is like wondering and seek-
ing the right way when a person is lost. These
people may be accused of being lost on Indian
matters, but they will answer as did the Indian
who was found lost; the rescuer asked the In-
dian, “Are you not lost?” He answered, “Me
no lost - wigwam, he lost.”

WASSAJA has again and again tried to im-
press those in power, that seeking for a time—
We have
illustrated it by saying that at a crisis such
a thing is unthought of; when life is at
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stake the paramount issue in our minds, at that
very instant, is to save. The Russians freed
themselves by one stroke, slavery was done away
with at one stroke, and so great and vital ques-
tions are settled on the same principle.

Freedom has a clear path. Freedom knows no
methods. Methods hinder and delay freedom
for the Indians. The Indian Bureau is nearly
bursting with methods and systems.

WASSAJA believes that freedom of the Indians
must be instantaneous as death. Anything else
is make-believe.

THE CURTIS BILL

The Curtis Bill is before us. We do not see
one word for freeing the Indians or one word
about abolishing the Indian Bureau. WASSAJA
must stand firm and say that the Indian Bill may
pass through Congress if it does not express the
implicit, direct or out and out freedom of the In
dians or abolishment of the Indian Bureau. It is
a m 1ke-shift proposition—wondering and wander-
ing in the deep water to find a way out.

Who has to suffer while the Board of Indian
Commissioners are wondering? The Indians
Freedom with strings tied to it is not freedom at
all. Freedom means freedom and does not mean
Board of Indian Commissioners or classifying
the Indians.

WASSAJA sees no practical object in the
Curtis Bill, unless it is a cloak to cover up our
mistakes of the past.

Classifying the Indians is un American. It is
an insult to the Indians, and it is money thrown
away to assort the Indians as though they were
animals and slaves. Do that with the English
people, French people, Germans, and people of
other nationalities in America, and you will see
whether they will stand it or not! To a genuine
Indian, such an idea is preposterous and works
him up to a degree of madness. Did God give
the Indians for experimental purposes? Classify-
ingthe Indians is experimenting, pure and simple.

The UNITED STATES believes in freedom
of the seas, but hangs back on freedom for the

INDIANS!
STRANGE BUT TRUE

Is it not killing that scientists, logicians and
colleges balk, gee-haw and shy on freedom for
the Indians? Hesitating does not help the
Indians, but it does encourage the caging
system to perpetuate itself that much longer.

: Chicago, Illinois |

What are they afraid of? Fate of the Indians?
Yes. fate of the Indians. They would see a
clear road for the Indian, from the beginning to
the end of his life’s journey. Such a road can
never be: it is a hopeless dream. No one can
see the end, far less reach the end. It is like
seeing and reaching the end of a rainbow.

Indians are at a crisis. Phantoms can never
solve it. Congress can solve it by giving com-
plete freedom to the Indians—its wards.

FREEDOM FOR THE INDIANS
GOES UNHEEDED *

WASSAJA may yell and yell, but good people

will pass on the other side and say to themselves:

| “Well, let Dr. Montezuma thrash his whim

(“Let My People Go”) out himself. He likes to
exploit himself. He has his belief and | have
mine. He is crazy, he does not know what he is
talking about. He is an Apache. You cannot
stop him; let him go on yelling. He will get
tired of it.”

Our hearts ache for the apathy shown toward
the cause of freedom for the Indians. We feel
like Jonah of old, that we would as soon go out
on the desert and die there, as to plead with the
public to free the Indian race.

The churches have quenched theirspirit before
God in behalf of the Indians. “Their soul is
stupid and their heart asleep.” The educators
are too high-minded to stoop so low as to ex-
press themselves or do something on behalf of
the Indian children and those who pretend to be
friends of the Indians are too proud to say that
they have been wrong; but how clearly they see
what to do for the Belgians and far off Siberia—
and yet they ignore the cry of the Indians in
America.

WHAT MAKES INDIANS DEPENDENT

There are dependents and dependents. Charity
is given to those who are unfortunately placed in
denendence, for good reasons. What about the
Indians?

Take a child and bring up that child as the In-
dians have been- reserved, dominaied and mis-
treated, say for forty years—and that child will be
the same as the Indians of today are. The Indi~ns
have been made dependents by the Indian Bureau
system. Before the bureau ever existed, the In-
dians were the most independent nation on the
face of the globe. Is it helping the Indians mcre
to make them more helpless (encouraging the In-
dian Office), or to abolish the Indian Office and

give them the freedom to support themselves?

ROOSEVELT AND THE INDIANS

To be frank on Indian matters, the move that
did more harm to the Indian race than anything
else and put them back fifty years, was made
when President Roosevelt dismissed Gen. R. H.
Pratt from Carlisle United States Indian School.
That may show Roosevelt's friendship for the in-
dians, but WASSAJA cannot see it that way. You
ignore Gen. Pratt’s Indian policy and you ignore
the road that leads to manhood and freedom.
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EXPLOITING THE INDIANS

As usual, Cato Sells is a great “get up’’ man.
His position is a reward for one of those
“‘get ups.”

He is not behind the times. He believes in
change of hobbies on his “Merry-go-round,” to
captivate the public. To make himself famous,
first it was “farming and fairs for the Indians;”

second, “stock raising for the Indians;” third,

my 2DN0

SKINNING THE REDSKIN

“Tepee Industries for the Indian women;” fourth,
“‘reorganization of Indian Schools;” fifth, liquor;
eighth,

babies; ninth, “Indians are no Longer Wards."”

sixth, tracoma; seventh, tuberculosis;

He says the Indians are not wurds of the gov-
ernment and yet right on top of that he sways the
reservation as a little Czar of America, and says
to the Indians. “Use your lands for War Emer-
gency’ —not by their approval, but—

He strikes the iron while it is hot to exploit his
Indian Office and show the publicthat everything
is well and that his subjects are at the disposal
of the War department. Does this show the In-
dians are free and not wards of the United States
Government, as Cato Sells tried to make the
public believe a few weeks ago?

Regardless of what Cato Sells mAy say,
we ARE WARDS OF THE GOVERNMENT.
The Indian Bureau may see freedom, but

The Indian Bureau

the Indians can not.

stands between the Indians and freedom.
Tofree thelndians, we must do away with the
Indian Bureau or any supervison whatever.

AN IMPORTANT HINT

If a bill is introduced in Congress to free the
Indians, it should be free from sentimental free-
dom. The Indian Bureau is founded on a wrong
basis, supported by sentiment. Sentimentis well
enough, but not when it blocks the Indians’ path
to freedom.

A crisis confronts the Indians. It involves their
freedom, their rights, their lives and souls. Senti-
ment at this hour has no place. The Gordian Knot
must be severed clearly and concisely. The
bridge must be burnt behind him. Abolish the
Indian Bureau, root and all; the man Indian must
stand alone without any string attached to him—
a complete freedom.

Conditional freedom for the Indians or for
any other race is unsafe. Had the black people
been freed with conditions attached to their
emancipation, they would not be free people
today. Complete freedom was given to them
and they challenge the world zt this hour.

Let Lincoln guide us in freeing the tribes
of America.

RIGHTS BY LAWS

Human rights, no less than the rights of the
Indians, must be adjusted. Man makes laws to
adjust rights between man‘and man. Those laws
must be applied to the Indian race. Injustices to
a race cannot be set aside and covered up. The
ruinous method of the U. S. Government with
the Indian race must be adjusted as regards their
rights as aboriginal Americans. If they are not,
the tribes of America can go back to treaties and
the just laws of the so-called Americans and get
their rights. If the present Indians will not do
this, their children will.

If the United States Government were to pay
the Indians what was rightly due them it would
go into bankruptcy. That refers to material
wrongs. What about their moral and social
rights from which they have been debarred as
free people by the laws and regulations which
have been in force by the reservation system
for nearly half a century?

Ob, lovers of truth and justice! “Oh, how long,
how long!™ can you turn your backs against these
facts and call yourselves Christians!

FUNNY PEOPLE AND STRANGE IDEAS

Some people can help the Indian when he is
an Indian, but not when he is an Indian citizen.
Their work of philanthropy ceases when the
Indian is an Indian citizen. That seems to be
the reason why they do not want the Indian free
all at once. They hate to stop helping the Indian
with his feathers and native attire—he looks so
artistic and picturesque. Their plea is, “Don’t
change them all at once.”
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ABOUTSOME PICTURES IN CATO
SELLS OFFICE

There is an art gallery in the private sanctum
of Cato Sells at Washington. He has many pic-
tures on his walls and among them were
some of our Indians from here, standing with
their arms full of prize products of various
kinds. The visitor who is fortunate enough to
get in is shown these pictures by Mr. Sells and
how successful we Indians are as farmers. We
see a picture of one who resembles Judge Crow
and Crazy Bull, both full-blooded Indians, with
theic arms loaded down with pumpkins, turnips
and vegetables and grains of many kinds. Mr.
Sells is proud of those pictures. They prove that
he has succeeded in making successful farmers
out of us, turning our primitive pursuits into
profitable agricultural channels.

However, there happens to be a secret too good
to keep about “them’ pictures. We're going to
tell who raised those fine farm products which
our friends in the picture are credited with. Our
south-side brethren, white farmers, as it happens,
raised everything in the picture, with two excep-
tions; they didn’t raise Judge Crow and Crazy
Bull. But everything else was raised by them.
Don’t you know, Mr. Sells, that there is scarcely
a full-blooded Indian on this whole reservation
engaged in farming? Well, those pictures won't
fool anybody else any longer. We've let the cat
out of the bag.—Ft. Peck Sioux Pioneer.

OBITUARY

Senator Harry Lane of Oregon, the true friend
of the Indians, is dead

There is such a thing as “dying” by ‘“standing
up” for the right. Such was the life of Senator
Harry Lane of Oregon.

One must die in order that the world may ap-
preciate the worth of a person while living. Such
is the death of our paleface brother Harry Lane.
WASSAJA knew him because we have been
face to face with each other and our hearts
throbbed the same for the Indians. It does not
take years and years to know who is on the right
track forthe best interest of the Indians. In a few
years in the senate Harry Lane came to our aid
He stood firm and trueto his duty. Senator Lane
was one of the main stays for the Indians in the
Senate and as one of the members of the Investi-
gating Committee of the House and Senate on
Indian affairs. He would insist on hearing
Indian matters even if he and his clerk were the
only ones in the hearing room.

He stood out—alone—clear in the open as a
member of the Senate Committee on Indian
Affairs. There was nothing involved for him in
the matter save to do what was right for the
Indians. He knew Indian nature and he knew
human nature and that was why he was quick to
see the intricate parts of the Indian Office and the
simplicity of the Indians. He saw the man part

of the Indian to which the Indian Office is blind.

There are but few men in the country who
have the right views on Indian matters and WAS-
SAJA believes that our deceased Senator Harry
Lane was one of them.

Helen Hunt Jackson died with the Indian in
her heart; just so, WASSAJA believes, that when
Harry Lane died he had the Indian’s interest in
his big and noble heart. Let us Indians pray that
another Senator will take up the work where he
fell (the Indian cause is a battle) and carry on
our interest with equal fervor and zeal to the end
—freedom, justice and citizenship for the first
Americans.

We Indians mourn the loss of our true friend
and brother Senator Harry Lane. We feel in
our hearts that he died for us, and we therefore,
send our heartfelt sorrow and sympathy to the
bereaved wife and relatives.

CROWS SHOULD ASSERT THEIR
RIGHTS

Recently a member of this reservation wrote a
friend of his at the Crow reservation in Montana,
and urged him to come and attend the celebra-
tion here on the 14th of June, and in reply the
latter stated he would be pleased to do so, and
also, that the celebrated Chief Plenty Coos and
two or three other members of the Crow tribe
would like to come if they could obtain leave of
absence from their superintendent to leave their
reservation.

The Crow Indians had land allotted to them
a number of years ago, we are informed, and
are, therefore, citizens of the United States, and
as such citizens should assert their rights and
ignore their superintendent in regard to their
personal matters and rights; they should go and
come as they please.

A large majority of the Crow Indians are at
swords points with their superintendents as they
stated at Washington last winter; that he is ignor-
ant, overbearing, and assumes more authority
over them than even the Indian Office at Wash-
ington, and very much more than United States
laws allow.

It is abominable to be ruled by a rod of iron as
our Crow brethren stated last winter they are
being ruled by their superintendent and their
district farmers. They should now assert their
rights as full citizens of the United States by re-
sisting the illegal acts of this superintendent and
their farmers, have voting precincts established
upon their reservation and claim all the rights of
citizenships. Then, and only then, will their
representatives in congress be able to do forthem
what should be done, free them from the yoke of
oppression and thralldom.——-The Tomahawk.

WHAT INSPECTORS ARE USED FOR

Inspectors are used to investigate bickerings,
immoralities and complaints of the Indian Service
employes against each other, and not necessarily
to look after the rights and interests of the In-
dians. Indians have complaints but what is the
use of complaining?
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