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Home and community gardens provide many
ecological services including food provision,
scenic landscapes, and wildlife habitat. In areas
where annual precipitation is comparatively low
and sporadic, garden design and choice of
vegetation are important considerations. This paper
gives a  review of seeds suppliers, water-
harvesting techniques, and landscape designs
relevant for Southwest gardens. This review is to
help gardeners use their available resources in an
ecologically sustainable manner. The resources
listed below serve as an introduction to the depth
of the subject matter. You will find that the
websites listed here will lead you to other (and
more specific) resources. Happy gardening!

SEED SUPPLIERS
Abundant Life Seeds
[http://www.abundantlifeseeds.com]
NativeSeeds/SEARCH
[http://www.nativeseeds.org]
Seed Savers Exchange
[http://www.seedsavers.org]
Seeds Trust [ http://www.seedstrust.com]

WATER-HARVESTING TECHNIQUES
Harvesting Rainwater for Landscape Use
[http://cals.arizona.edu/pubs/water/az105 2/]
Harvesting Rainwater on Y our Property
[http://rfcd.pima.gov/wh/]

Rainwater Harvesting for Drylands
[http://www.harvestingrainwater.com]

Water Harvesting Guidance
[http://dot.ci.tucson.az.us/stormwater/education/wa
terharvest.cfm]
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LANDSCAPE DESIGNS
Arizona Federation of Gardening Clubs
[http://www.azgardeningclub.org]
Arizona Master Gardeners
[http://cals.arizona.edu/extension/mastergardener.h
tml]
Desert Botanical Garden
[http://www.desertbotanical.org]
Gardening in Arizona
[http://www.gardeninginarizona.com]
Tucson Botanical Gardens
[http://www.tucsonbotanical.org]

PUBLICATIONS
Listed below are publications which will help
you choose those plants best adapted to your area
and landscape designs which will aid in the
sustainable use of water resources:

Cleveland, D. A. and D. Soleri. 1991.Food from
Dryland Gardens. Center for People,
Food, and Environment. Tucson, Arizona.

Irish, M. F. 2000. Gardening in the Desert: A
Guide to Plant Selection and Care. The
University of Arizona Press. Tucson.

Irish, M. F. 2002. Month-By-Month: Gardening in
the Desert Southwest. Cool Springs Press.

- Nashville, Tennessee.

Nyhuis, J. 1995. Desert Harvest: A Guide to
Vegetable Gardening in Arid Lands.
Growing Connections, Inc., Tucson,
Arizona.



