INTRODUCTION

Last year Arizona farmers harvested their 10th crop of sugarbeets
for sugar, the 10th crop since the construction of the new processing
facility at Chandler in 1967. The 1976 crop accounted for 385,000 tons
of beets and more than 115 million pounds of sugar. The 1976 Arizona
beet crop had a farm value of 8.56 million dollars. It provided more
than enough sugar to meet the needs of a million Americans.

Arizona also produces about one-third of the United States sugar-
beet seed requirement each year. In 1976, sugarbeets for seed were grown
on 1,350 acres in Arizona. The 1,700,000 pound crop had a farm value of
$1,700,000.

The University of Arizona is proud of its fine working relationship
with the Arizona Sugarbeet Growers Association and the Spreckels Sugar
Division of Amstar Corporation. It is grateful for the continuing support
from both groups and the team relationships that have been developed. This
Sugarbeet Report is a compilation of recent findings of the University of
Arizona, the United States Department of Agriculture, and the Spreckels
Sugar Division of Amstar Corporation.

As we look ahead, we see a bright future for Arizona field crops
and this includes sugarbeets. We pledge to do our best to further improve
and strengthen research and extension programs concerning sugarbeets. We
welcome suggestions as to the best ways in which this may be accomplished.
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